
Mayor: H. Craig Petersen 
LOGAN 


ESTABLISHED 1866 

TO: Logan Municipal Council 

FROM: Mayor H. Craig Petersen 

DATE: November 15, 2016 

RE: Board Appointment 

At the November 15, 2016 council meeting, I will request ratification of the 
following new appointment. 

Library Board - 3 Year Term 

Leslie Black - New Appointment 

Thank you. 
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Professional ......""',........ of Leslie 

leslie W. Black 
1 Country Club Dr 
logan, UT 84321 
Home (435) 753-5030 

Personal Information 

Born: September 12, 1945 
Married: Jay Black in Brisbane, Australia in (emeritus professor of media 

University South Florida) 
Children: Laura, 1970 (phD student, University ofWashington} 

Stephanie, 1973 (third medical student Dartmouth CoUe~ 

Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, B.S. in Education, 1967 
College of Advanced Education (University of South Australia), 

Australia, graduate studies early childhood education and literacy, 1981 
Utah University, Logan, in Education, 1984 

1967 	 Junior primary/lst gradelkindergarten teacher, Sylvania, Ohio 
1968 	 Full Head Start Columbia, Missouri 
1969-70 	 6th gra'de teacher, Shepherd Boulevard School, Columbia, Missouri 

Creative Program preschool teacher, Bowling State 
University, Bowling Green, 

1972-77 Education primary education teacher, Wood County, 
1976-77 	 OrallanguagelESOL Wood County, Ohio 
1977-78 Arts teacher, Presbyterian Preschool, Logan, Utah 
1978-87 	 First grade/kindergarten teacher, County Schools, Smithfield, 

Utah 
1987-88 	 Montessori Preschool Tuscaloosa, 
1988-93 Kindergarten teacher, Woodland Forrest "'-'1"'IU"'J"...... Tuscaloosa, 

1993-02 	 Kindergarten and Bay Vista Fundamental 
schools, 

May 2002 Retired full time doing workshops, consulting, etc. 
2003-06 (Jan.-May) Title I hourly teacher/tutor, Pinellas County Schools, 



35 ofteaching I always kept current on issues ofearly 
childhood education. I have belonged to many professional organizations, and 
receive their journals (for example, International Reading Association, NAEYC, 
Educational and Curriculum Development, etc.). 

I frequently attend and present workshops at local, 
conferences, and for schools and school In Pinellas County Schools 
(a school district 110,000 students) I have served for a decade as one of 

lead teacher trainers Character Education, usually focusing on the 
importance of integrating character into literature-based curricula. 

1992 Alabama State Elementary Teacher Year 
1992 State finalist Presidential Award Excellence in Mathematics Teaching 
1992 Jacksonville State University Hall Elementary Division winner 

National Teachers ofFame inductee (1 5 nation-wide) 
Washington, DC Rose Garden recognition by President Bill Clinton for induction 
into National Teachers Hall ofFame 

1993 	 Apple A ward (community award) from Alabama Power Corporation and 
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Outstanding Educator A ward Phi Delta Kappa Chapter, the University of 
Alabama 

1993 Women Committed to Merit Award from Girl Scout Council of 
Tuscaloosa County and AmSouth Alabama 

1994 Sylvania (Ohio) Schools Distinguished Alumni ofFame 

1976-77 	 Consultant and contributor to Language Manual for ofOhio 
Migrant Education Program 

1999 	 Book chapter, Shapes the Community," Best Classroom 
Practices: What Award-Winning Elementary Teachers Do, Stone, 
editor (Corwin Press, : Thousand Oaks, 10-15 

2000-01 Contributor ofnurnerous lesson and other content Commitment to 
rtJ'ry/,u,J' Resource Manual, Pinellas Schools, Florida 

2001 Composer and recording artist, "Connecting Hearts and Minds," of 
songs for education (more than 3,000 copies sold) 



Character Education: A Philosophical Perspective 
by Leslie W, Black 

Living in a democracy is a privilege which carries with it a deep 
responsibility. The basic ideal which underlies this is that people should be 
entrusted to determine the course of their lives and their community because they 
can deliberate and communicate with one another. An educated populace is at the 
very core of the sustaining power of a democracy. 

The educational pathway for our children must come to rest upon the 
principles of a functioning democracy. The values we nurture in our classrooms 
should be ones which enable our students to become sensitive, literate, and 
informed citizens. We need to provide opportunities for the students to engage in 
the democratic process, to plan, project, and feel connected to something larger 
than themselves, yet enhance themselves as individuals. Children need to learn 
how to function constructively in a group, to be a focused listener, and recognize 
that the choices they make affect the community. Building and nurturing civic 
values of respect, responsibility, honesty, motivation, compassion and moral 
courage provide the foundation for character development which is a most basic 
component of productive citizenship. 

A good teacher has the insight and technique to unleash the academic and 
creative potential of her students, to celebrate diversity yet nurture the sense of 
community within the group, to connect those through gentleness, compassion,and 
warmth toward her students. Help children to feel connected, safe, honored and 
capable. Children should find purpose and meaning in what they are learning. A 
classroom should be a place that will offer freedom to explore while providing 
sufficient structure to generate learning. Children should witness our joy in being 
lifelong learners as well. We set the example at all times. Engaging the parents as 
partners in the educational enterprise is of prime importance. Help them recognize 
your philosophical goals, and encourage open communication with them. Offer 
suggestions and opportunities for family involvement at every possible chance. 

A good teacher recognizes the dynamic power of constructive relationships, 
has sensitivity to nurture dignity, tolerance and respect for diversity of ideas. 
Good teachers should encourage children to have courage to explore and 
experience, to keep time for wonder and reflection, to remain curious about their 
world, and grow in their capacity to concentrate. Our essential gift to ow: tudents,__----' 
is the empowerment we give them to be literate and capable citizens. 



C.-eative Connections for 

Character Education 


workshop by Leslie Black 

Creative Connections for Character Education is a 
workshop which actively integrates theoretical foundations of 
character development with practical and lively ideas to 
implement in the classroom. It is designed to help early 
childhood educators ground their instruction to nurture moral 
and ethical development of children. With music, movement and . 
stories this active workshop is sure to help teachers connect with 
issues of character education in -a delightful way. 

Leslie Black brings a diverse background in literacy development, 
creative arts and moral theory. . Anchoring classroom activi ties 
with children's literature and the teachable moment, workshop 
participants will explore creative avenues for character 
education and hopefully see endless possibilities in their own 
classroom settings. 


